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Voluntary Compliance Program Update

TMDL Compliance Program Drainshed Meetings


The mandatory drain shed meetings are over with for the time being, but I will begin planning for the duck club drain shed meetings within the next few months.
Outreach Efforts

I have sent two separate letters to landowners not enrolled making them aware of the fines coming their way if they do not enroll.  The number of un-enrolled/unexplained gates is down to 263 out of the original 1150.  The total number of people who did not completely update their farm plans before it was submitted to the Regional Board is 7. There are a total of 381 participants enrolled in the program.
On-Farm Consulting by Al Kalin


Al, Nicole, and I met with Leon Lesika and Gary Johnson at the beginning of this month to discuss the monitoring issues.  Al has been working on the Barn Owl boxes and has been checking on some of the problem farmers.  
Website


I will continue to update the calendar and post important articles.  Per a request from one of the board members I have had Ron at Conveyor Group add the last update to the main page next to each gate so that is easier to determine which gates have been updated for the year. (see the attached example)
Farm Water Quality Management Plans

To date, forms have been submitted for 6021 fields (out of approximately 6,300), representing 465,995.38 of 469,088 net farmable acres or 99%.  

Other Activities
Ag Water Quality Coordinating Committee


The AWQCC met earlier this month and discussed the Regional Board monitoring problems as well as the response to our comments on the proposed basin plan amendments.  We also discussed the few participants who have not attended any drain shed meetings over the last two years and what approach we should take to enforce the mandatory attendance policy.  In addition the committee was notified that we will be hiring a new grant coordinator.
RWQCB’s TMDL Technical Advisory Committee
All TACs associated with TMDL affecting local farmers have either had their TMDL implemented or placed on hold.  The TACs will not be meeting until further notice.
ICFB 319(h) NPS Implementation Grants

I have placed an ad in the Imperial Valley Press for a grant coordinator and have received two inquiries; the ad will run until October 5th and at that point I will take all of the resumes and go to the AWQCC for a decision on who to hire. 
319(h) Grant #1 Funding Cycle
July 1, 2001-June 30, 2003
        $124,600
The final paperwork has been completed and filed for this grant.
319(h) Grant #2 Funding Cycle
July 1, 2003-October 31st 2004
          $115, 980
This grant was approved on February 27, 2004.  The maximum amount approved is $115,980.00 with a local match of $77,320.00 for a total of 193,300.00.  The grant was scheduled to end on March 28, 2005, however we reached the end of the funds for this grant in October.  
319(h) Grant #3 Funding Cycle
Nov. 1, 2004-Oct. 31, 2006
     $370,450.37
We have been approved.  A start date of September 1, 2004 was requested but the funds from the second grant have lasted a bit longer than expected.  We have been given a retroactive start date of November 1, 2004 so that there is no gap in the program funding.  We have received final approval.  I am working on the first grant report which will cover the first eleven months of the program, so this will help out the TMDL financials   
319(h) Grant #4 Funding Cycle     Sched. Nov. 1, 2006-Oct. 31, 2008        $379,440
I have submitted the application for the fourth grant and was informed that we will be approved but need to make some slight changes to the application.  The grants are being approved faster than they were in the past.  Grant number three has been moved back to a two year grant, as it was originally written, so with the last start date there will be no overlap.  
Imperial Irrigation District Funding 
I have received the check from the IID and will be attending their next meeting to thank them and show off the Governor’s Award.  I will also be letting them know about the progress made in the drains.
Goals for October 2005
Meetings to Attend

ICFB Board Meeting





October 10, 2005

ICFB Executive Committee Meeting



October 26, 2005
IID BOD






October   4, 2005

Program Goals

1. Complete and submit grant report.

2. Hire grant coordinator
3. Begin preparations for next Duck Club drain shed meeting
